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•What is a rejection?
•Example
• Is a rejection the end?
•Can I benefit from a rejection? If so, how?
•Your experiences and questions

Agenda



• „Dear Author:

Due to a record number of submissions this year, we are sorry to inform 
you that your paper has not been accepted to CONFERENCE NAME.

We appreciate your interest. The reviews for your submission are 
included below. We hope that you will find suggestions from the 
reviews helpful and that you will consider submitting your work to 
future conferences.

Sincerely,
Editor
------------------------ Review Summary ------------------------
…“
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• Paper about MeDIC architecture as part of a knowledge 
management platform
• Idea: 2021
• Submission to HICSS 2023 in June 2022
• Rejection with very detailled reviewer comments
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•Of your career?
• No, it‘s part of the process.

•Of your publication?
•Maybe. Reviewers and editors don‘t see a chance for 

publication in the current version.
•Options could be:
• redoing part of the research
• Rewriting huge parts or the whole manuscript

Is a rejection the end?



•Mostly yes!

•But how?

Can I benefit from a rejection?



• Went through all comments
• Adapted methodology to include platform evaluation
• Rewrote the methods to be more detailed and reproducible with 

clear requirements engineering
• Implemented evaluation
• Rewrote huge parts of results and discussion
• Resubmitted ~1 ½ years later to BMC Medical Informatics and 

Decision Making
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• Read the comments:
e.g. „The absence of a rigorous empirical evaluation is a 
major weakness of the study. Different methods could 
be used for such an evaluation (see, for instance, 
Venable et al. 2016) and conducting such evaluation 
would be a major improvement of the study.“
•Critically reflect whether the publication is providing 

new and important knowledge based on the comments!

How can I benefit from a rejection?



Your experiences / questions



Thank you!
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